Comparative Essay Structure

The Divided Pattern:

1. Introductory paragraph embodying thesis statement, followed by body paragraphs.

Example:

Body Paragraph 1:

 Topic Sentence:  Life in the country…   OR MACBETH


· Food   – ON ELEVATED STATUS FOR MACBETH
· Work  – ON TRAGIC FLAW FOR MACBETH
· Recreation  -- ON DEMISE/CATASTROPHE/DOWNFALL FOR MACBETH
· Concluding Sentence which relates back to thesis

Body Paragraph 2:

Topic Sentence: Life in the city…  OR GATSBY
· Food   – ON ELEVATED STATUS FOR GATSBY
· Work  – ON TRAGIC FLAW FOR GATSBY
· Recreation  -- ON DEMISE/CATASTROPHE/DOWNFALL FOR GATSBY
· Concluding Sentence which relates back to thesis

Create a concluding paragraph summarizing the argument (above) and restating the thesis.

-------------------------------------------------------------------------OR-------------------------------------------------------------

The Alternating Pattern (YOU WILL USE THIS ALTERNATING PATTERN WHEN WRITING YOUR COMPARATIVE ESSAY):
1. Introductory paragraph embodying thesis statement, followed by body paragraphs.

Example: 
Body Paragraph 1:

 Topic Sentence:  Food…  OR  ELEVATED STATUS…
· In the country  -  FOR MACBETH
· In the city         -   FOR GATSBY
· Concluding Sentence which relates back to thesis

Body Paragraph 2:

Topic Sentence:  Work…  OR TRAGIC FLAW…
· In the country -  FOR MACBETH
· In the city        -  FOR GATSBY
· Concluding Sentence which relates back to thesis

Body Paragraph 3:

Topic Sentence:  Recreation…  OR DEMISE/CATASTROPHE/DEMISE…
· In the country   -  FOR MACBETH
· In the city          -  FOR GATSBY
· Concluding Sentence which relates back to thesis

Create a concluding paragraph summarizing the argument (above) and restating the thesis.

